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Teacher to Teacher Hints

Starters for:

o Narrative
Tell a story about a time when you were happy, sad, afraid, or angry.

o Imaginative
Write a myth about gods and goddesses; bring a tree to life; pretend you are an
alien and just landed on Earth.

a Expository
Write an essay explaining your morning routine or describing your house.

a Persuasive
Write a persuasive essay about a social issue: prejudzce abuse addiction, teen
pregnancy, environmental destruction, efc.

Rubrics:
o Vary the rubric to have the paper reflect what other items the students need to
focus on in their writing.
o Give the students a rubric before they begin writing various papers.

Editing:
o Have each student in the class check his or her classmate’s paper using the 6-trait
rubric.
o Students should edit each other’s papers on a regular basis.

Writing:
a Show students examples of various types of writings, including teacher’s writing,
and discuss the features of each.

Portfolios:
o Keep a resource folder where the student can take notes and hold all of their
major papers, honors, examples, rubrics, etc. This should leave with the student
when they leave the school.



